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Overview 

 Overview of suicide deaths local & 
national 

 

 

 Firearm Safety Bill- HB 134 
 

 

 Bonus Outcomes! 
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Suicide in the United States 
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Suicide in Utah 

 



Suicide Death in Utah 
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Suicide Prevention Policy in 
Utah 
 2012 legislation required licensed school staff to do suicide prevention training-

 http://le.utah.gov/~2012/bills/static/HB0501.html.  
 
 2013 legislation that created and funded two state positions for suicide 

prevention- one in Dept. Human Services and one it the State Office of 
Education.  http://le.utah.gov/~2013/bills/static/HB0154.html 

 
 
 2013 legislation requires school districts to hold parent seminars on a range of 

topics including suicide prevention-
http://le.utah.gov/~2013/bills/static/HB0298.html.   

 
 
 2014 legislation requires  secondary schools to implement suicide prevention, 

intervention and postvention strategies and appropriated a small amount of 
funding for school based suicide prevention programs 
.  http://le.utah.gov/~2014/bills/static/HB0329.html. 

 
 
 2014 legislation creates a voluntary firearm safety program for suicide 

prevention http://le.utah.gov/~2014/bills/static/HB0134.html.  
 

http://le.utah.gov/~2012/bills/static/HB0501.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2013/bills/static/HB0154.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2013/bills/static/HB0298.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2013/bills/static/HB0298.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2014/bills/static/HB0329.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2014/bills/static/HB0134.html


Why Means Reduction? 

Means Matters Campaign 
 Many suicide attempts occur with little planning 

during a short-term crisis. 
 Intent isn’t all that determines whether an 

attempter lives or dies; means also matter. 
 90% of attempters who survive do NOT go on 

to die by suicide later. 
 Access to firearms is a risk factor for suicide. 
 Firearms used in youth suicide usually belong 

to a parent. 
 Reducing access to lethal means saves lives. 
 



National Strategy For 
Suicide Prevention 

Utah Suicide 
Prevention Plan 

Goal 6: 

Promote efforts to 
reduce access to lethal 
means of suicide  

among individuals with 
identified suicide risk.  

Goal 7:   

Promote efforts to 
decrease the risk of 
suicides by reducing 
access to lethal means. 
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Firearm Safety Amendments 
HB 134 
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Firearm Safety Amendments 
HB 134 

This bill: 
 reduces the concealed firearm permit fee for a resident's 

initial application; 
 requires the Bureau of Criminal Identification, in consultation 

with the state suicide prevention coordinator, to implement 
and manage a firearm safety program, including: 
◦ producing a firearm safety brochure and firearm safety packet; 
◦ procuring cable-style gun locks; 
◦ distributing firearm safety packets; 
◦ administering a redeemable coupon program in which a Utah resident 

who has filed an application for a concealed firearm permit receives a 
redeemable coupon toward the purchase of a gun safe and receives a 
firearm safety brochure; 

◦ creates a restricted account known as the Concealed Weapons 
Account; 

◦ creates a restricted account known as the Firearm Safety Account; 
and 

◦ repeals certain provisions of this bill, subject to sunset review, on 
July 1, 2018. 
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Core Components 

• Firearm safety brochure; 

 

• Procure and distribute cable-style gun locks; 

 

• Administer a redeemable coupon program in 
which a Utah resident who has filed an 
application for a concealed firearm permit 
receives a redeemable coupon toward the 
purchase of a gun safe and receives a firearm 
safety brochure 
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Firearm Safety Brochure 

DRAFT 
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Firearm Safety Brochure 

DRAFT 
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Gun Locks 

 Approximately 30,000 Gun Locks per year for 4 
years 

 Distribution, free of charge: 
◦ health care providers; 

◦ emergency rooms; 

◦ mental health practitioners; 

◦ other public health suicide prevention organizations; 

◦ entities that teach firearm safety courses; and 

◦ school districts for use in the seminar for parents of 
students in the school district. 
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Redeemable Coupon Program 
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Bonus Outcomes! 

 Began a conversation about suicide prevention 
within the community of gun owners! 

 
 Working relationship with Department of Public 

Safety- Bureau of Criminal Identification 
 

 Partnership with the Utah Shooting Sports 
Council 
 

 Voluntarily building on the legislation 
◦ Began working with Means Matters and key stakeholders 

to create a suicide prevention module for firearm safety 
and concealed carry permit class instructors 
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Thank you 

Kimberly Myers 
kmyers@utah.gov 
801-538-4028 

mailto:kmyers@utah.gov


For more information, 
please visit: 

dsamh.utah.gov 
www.utahsuicideprevention.org  

Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health 


