
History of Butte, MT
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HbZzwqYqKDk/UK_Iu_rGoFI/AAAAAAAAAfU/ZkyKoFFRHbw/s400/anacroad.jpg]Butte’s history is rich and varied, so much so that dozens of books recount its remarkable story. This is the basic overview of the “Richest Hill on Earth”. 
Although explorers had passed through Summit Valley where Butte stands today as early as 1856, Butte’s history really begins in 1864. Prospectors were branching out from Montana’s first gold rush that began in Bannack and Virginia City, about 100 miles south of Butte, in 1862. Scouring every gulch in western Montana, they did find gold in Silver Bow Creek near the present-day Interstate, and they went up on the hill where they found rock outcrops bearing gold. This was enough to put Butte on the map as a boom town in the 1860s, with at least 500, and maybe as many as 1500 people. [bookmark: _Toc495759318]Exhibit 9: Historical Butte- The “Richest Hill on Earth”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The problem was, the easy-to-find gold played out rather quickly, and by 1874, Butte’s population was down to 61, the town was nearly gone.  The good news from Butte’s point of view is that by the next year, 1875, some of [image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-1YhR_IaiugI/ULBDATi4_AI/AAAAAAAAAg0/YdnYt1pZBAE/s320/granitesouthcirca1892.jpg]the prospectors had returned, and this time they analyzed the rocks, finding some hidden gold, a surprising amount of hidden silver, and an unbelievable amount of hidden copper—which no one cared about. Only pennies were made out of copper and little else. 
Although gold drew the prospectors, it was silver discoveries beginning in 1875 that kept them here, and it was copper that ultimately made them rich. Butte needed one more year: in 1876, the telephone was invented, followed in 1879 by the electric light. Western Union had established the first transcontinental telegraph line in 1861, but the telephone and electric light were the real drivers behind copper consumption, beginning in the late 1870s. 
Such wonderful new devices demanded copper for transmission wires, and Butte was at the right place at the right time, holding more copper than anywhere known on earth. The boom was on. Butte went from the handful of residents in 1874 to 3,363 in the 1880 census, about 23,000 by 1890, and on to a peak of close to 100,000 in 1917. In 1917, Butte was the largest city in the whole vast area from Minneapolis to Denver to Salt Lake City to Spokane, and not just the largest, but the richest as well, thanks to the wealth coming from beneath the earth. Everyone was coming to Butte: Immigrants by the thousand, from all over the world. Businessmen, entrepreneurs, opportunists, ladies of the evening, and the entertainers of the day all came to Butte. Stars from Mark Twain and Charlie Chaplin to Sarah Bernhardt and Clark Gable all played in Butte. They came because there was a large population with a lot of money.[bookmark: _Toc495759319]Exhibit 10: Butte, late 1800’s

Ultimately, Butte’s miners created more than 10,000 miles of underground passages. On the way they also created some of the first and most powerful labor unions in America, making for momentous, dramatic, and internationally important history. In fact, George Everett’s When Toil Meant Trouble provides a good overview of this aspect of Butte’s history. 
By 1955, the cost of underground mining was becoming a factor in the Anaconda Company’s economics. Not to mention the fact that it was dangerous—more than 2,300 men died in a century of underground mining here. Beginning in 1955, the Berkeley Pit proceeded to “take it all,” creating a huge hole in the ground that was a more economical way of “getting the rock in the box”. When it shut down in 1982 due to international economic factors (mostly, Chile coming to the fore as the world’s 600-pound gorilla of copper production, and associated low copper prices), the Berkeley Pit was a mile and a half wide, more than a mile across, and 1800 feet deep. When looking across the Pit, only about 800 feet of high rock wall can be seen as the water is more than 1000 feet deep. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kqfGYM7pqTQ/ULBDSM1TtWI/AAAAAAAAAg8/i_BjWJeH9oo/s1600/buttepit2.jpg]As the Pit grew, ethnic neighborhoods were destroyed. Meaderville (largely Italian), McQueen (eastern Europeans, including Slovenians, Czechs, Hungarians, Austrians, and others), East Butte, Columbia Gardens, and much of the East Side, Finntown, and Dublin Gulch were lost to the pit or its debris. By most counts, Butte held at least 30 different ethnic groups in its heyday.
It is entirely correct to say that Butte’s copper electrified the nation. From the 1880s to the 1920s, Butte was the single largest producer of copper, not just in the U.S., but in the world. From about 1905 to 1917, Butte produced between a quarter and a third of all the copper on earth. [bookmark: _Toc495759320]Exhibit 11: Berkeley Pit Mine

After World War I, Butte began its long decline to the present, with an estimated 34,500 people today. The population has remained stable since the 1990 census, ending the ongoing fall from the peak in 1917. 
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-_9bibmY0e4I/ULBDd79I3PI/AAAAAAAAAhE/SrJ_epuaf7s/s1600/butteview.jpg]Today there is one mine in operation, Montana Resources’ Continental Pit east of the Berkeley Pit, with about 350 employees. The main product remains copper, with molybdenum an important by-product. 
Butte’s richness is much more than its minerals, and extends to its internationally important labor history, incredible ethnic history, and an astounding architectural heritage of about 4,000 contributing properties, part of the largest National Historic Landmark in the United States.[bookmark: _Toc495759321]Exhibit 12: Historical Mine
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