HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Meeting Via Conference Call
Due to COVID 19 Restrictions
May 5, 2020
Members Present: Mitzi Rossillon, Butch Gerbrandt, Russell O’Leary, Jennifer Petersen, and John Weitzel
Excused Absence:  Steve Hinick and Bobbi Stauffer


Staff:  Mary McCormick, HPO

Public:  Lee Earhart, Todd Hunkler, Nancy Woodruff and Rodney Blake, all project proponents
I. Call to Order:  The Historic Preservation Commission meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
II. Roll Call:  Five members present; a quorum established.
III. Reading/Approval of Minutes: 
Acting Chair Ms. Rossillon asked for comments or corrections to the minutes of the March 3, 2020 meeting.  She noted that Charlie Davies’ last name had been misspelled and asked for its correction.  Mr. Gerbrandt moved to approve the minutes with the correction as noted by Ms. Rossillon; Mr. O'Leary seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.

IV. Public Comment – Items on Agenda: None
V. New/Old Business
A. Design Review COA: 800 Utah Avenue, Casagranda's Steakhouse
Ms. McCormick reported that the owners of Casagranda's Steakhouse are seeking a grant from the East Butte RRA to assist with rehabilitation of the loading docks at the historic three-story brick warehouse that houses the restaurant.  An architectural firm out of Bozeman prepared the project plans and Lee Earhart Construction of Butte will be completing the project.  Work proposed includes reconstruction of the wood loading dock on the west side of the building and partial reconstruction of the concrete loading dock on the north side, reconstruction of the shed roofs at each dock and the addition of a canted staircase at the corner of the docks.  The roof at the staircase will be bumped up.  The existing roofs suffered damage in 2019 due to heavy snow loads.  Ms. McCormick recommended approval of the project.  The project's Design Review COA is attached and made part of the minutes.
Mr. Earhart addressed the Historic Preservation Commission.  He said that Ms. McCormick's description of the project was correct with a few exceptions.  Instead of just a rebuild of the ramp and resurfacing, they intend to completely rebuild the concrete loading dock.  The new dock will be concrete but the ramp will be longer to meet ADA standards.  The new entry stairs will also be concrete.  Fibron, a composite wood planking, will be used to surface the deck of the new wooden loading dock to the west.  Both docks will be faced on the sides with bonderized corrugated metal.  We think the rusticated look of this metal will enhance the historic character of the warehouse. 

Ms. Rossillon addressed the Commission and said she'd like to ask members one by one if they had any comments or questions.  

Mr. Gerbrandt said he didn't have any questions.  He appreciated the drawings provided.  It looks like a very good project that will enhance the area. 
Mr. O'Leary asked for clarification on bonderized corrugated metal.  Mr. Earhart responded that it’s corrugated metal that is made to look older but not rusted.  It has more of a copper look to it and some gray, but not like the gray of galvanized metal.  Mr. O'Leary thanked Mr. Earhart for the clarification. 

Ms. Petersen stated she had no questions.  It’s a great project.
Mr. Weitzel thanked Mr. Earhart for his good work.  The project is going to be a nice amenity for the Uptown.  Mr. Earhart thanked Mr. Weitzel for his kind words.  The owners are committed to the Uptown.

Ms. Rossillon said she likes many of the design elements, such as the arched brackets at the roof supports.  The new main entry is a little awkward because a raised roof doesn't have any historic antecedents.  She asked for clarification that the Fibron proposed for use is a composite wood, not a PVC; otherwise, it’s essentially the same as TREX, which she does not like the look of.  Mr. Earhart responded that they have done lots of decking projects and he, like Ms. Rossillon, doesn't like TREX.  The west dock takes a beating from the weather, and they don't want to use wood decking because it would have to be stained each year.  The Fibron proposed for use is a composite with a very attractive wood tone.  We use it frequently and have had very good luck with it.  We are proposing to use a style that looks like a South American hardwood.  Also, there is not going to be stairs at the south end of the west dock, and there will be a gate between the two docks.
Mr. O'Leary motioned to approve the Design Review COA with modifications as presented. Mr. Weitzel seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.

B. NAHN Design Change Request:  802 Empire Street
The National Affordable Housing Network's (NAHN) Empire Street project was previously reviewed and approved by the SHPO and the BSB HPC under terms of the Programmatic Agreement for HUD undertakings in Butte-Silver Bow.  The project proposed rehabilitation of an existing historic house and construction of three new houses.  Work on the existing house was completed some time ago and the three new houses are nearly finished.  Todd Hunkler, with NAHN, is requesting the HPC consider a change in the design of the porch posts at the new house at 802 Empire Street.  Instead of Queen Anne-style turn posts as originally proposed, they'd like to use a PVC wrap that replicates square Craftsman-style columns.  Documentation regarding this design change is attached and made part of the minutes.  Ms. McCormick recommended approval.
Mr. Hunkler addressed the Historic Preservation Commission.  He stated that Ms. McCormick worked with him to find a suitable alternative to turn posts. The PVC wrap is something that NAHN can work with, if the HPC finds it acceptable. 
Mr. Gerbrandt asked for clarification about a PVC post, is it a single solid piece?

Mr. Hunkler responded that they have multiple pieces that are joined together like tongue and groove.  This provides a very smooth appearance.
Mr. Gerbrandt moved to approve the design change request.  Mr. O'Leary seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 

C. Design Review COA:  625 North Main Street
Ms. McCormick reported that the property owners, Steve Thompson and Nancy Woodruff, are seeking a URA grant to assist with painting the wood elements and rebuilding the original wood windows at the historic house at 625 N. Main.  The HPC doesn't consider paint unless painting unpainted brick is proposed.  Ms. McCormick believes the window rebuild is a wonderful preservation project and recommends approval.  The Design Review COA prepared for the project is attached and made part of the minutes.
Ms. Woodruff addressed the Historic Preservation Commission.  She stated she'd be happy to answer any questions.
Mr. O'Leary noted the house was in desperate need of new gutters and asked if that was going to be part of a URA project in the future.
Ms. Woodruff thanked Mr. O'Leary for the reminder.  It is on their radar.

Ms. Rossillon commented that it’s a great project.  She appreciates the repair of wood windows and the addition of wood storms.

Mr. O'Leary moved to approve the project.  Ms. Petersen seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  
D. Demolition Review/Design Review COA: 3040 Continental Drive (NCAT)
Ms. McCormick reported that the National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) is proposing to demolish the large two-story wood porch on the rear/east façade of the historic Silver Bow County Poor Farm, the current NCAT building at 3040 Continental Drive.  [The Poor Farm is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places.]  She was first contacted about this project last summer and, at that time, recommended the State Historic Preservation Office be consulted if federal funds were proposed for use.  Mr. Rodney Blake, the project engineer, contacted Pete Brown at SHPO.  Mr. Brown made informal comments on the plans for the new porch.  However, NCAT is not seeking federal assistance.  The combination demolition review/design review COA prepared for the project is attached and made part of the minutes.  Ms. McCormick said the HPC needs to consider the demolition first.  She recommends approval of the demolition of the existing porch with the condition of design review of the new porch by the HPC.  
Mr. Gerbrandt had to leave the meeting.
Mr. Blake addressed the Historic Preservation Commission.  He spoke to the condition of the existing porch.  The wood support columns have dry rot and need to be replaced, which will require digging post holes and installing new concrete footers.  The porch's wood decking is also suffering from water damage.  NCAT would rather not rebuild the staircase to the second story, which is older but not an original design element of the porch.  This would return the second story of the porch back to a balcony like it originally was.  They would like to add a gable roof cover at the first story staircase.  Mr. Blake said Mr. Brown's recommended modifications to the plans will be followed.  Additionally, they had planned to have plywood only on the decks but will be covering the plywood with tongue and groove. 
Mr. O'Leary commented that he thought it was a good project.  He suggested that brackets be used to separate the posts from the concrete to prevent dry rot.

Mr. Blake responded that that is going to be done.  

Mr. Weitzel said it’s a good project. 

Ms. Rossillon appreciated that the gussets will be hidden and that the new porch retains elements of the original porch.
Mr. O'Leary motioned to approve the demolition of the existing porch with the condition for design review of the new.  Mr. Weitzel seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.
Mr. O'Leary motioned to approve the design of the new porch as presented, including modifications noted in the presentation.  Ms. Petersen seconded the motion.  The voice vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.

VI. Staff/Member Reports:  None
VII. Announcements
Ms. McCormick announced that the Historic Preservation Officer position has been moved from being directly under the Chief Executive to the Community Development Department.  She welcomes the move.  It recognizes the notable role historic preservation plays in community development.   
We have received unofficial notification from SHPO that BSB is going to be awarded a Rural Montana Heritage Preservation Grant for work on the Basin Creek Caretaker's House. 

VIII. Public Comment – Items Not on the Agenda: None
IX. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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