
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING 
of 

THE PROPOSED WISE RIVER FIRE DISTRICT #5 
WISE RIVER, MT – COMMUNITY CENTER 
 Conducted on March 5, 2016 at 1:00 P.M. 

 
 A Public Hearing concerning the “Proposed Wise River Fire District 
#5” came on at the predetermined time and place pursuant to notice duly 
given. 
 
 A sign-in sheet was presented for the Opponents, Proponents, 
Commissioners and the general public, a copy of which can be viewed 
below: 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Beaverhead County Commission Chairman, Michael McGinley called the 
meeting to order. Cindy Decker (secretary for Beaverhead County 
Commissioners) recorded the minutes. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The Commissioners from Anaconda-Deer Lodge County introduced 
themselves, followed by Beaverhead County and Butte-Silverbow 
Commissioners. 
 
Chairman McGinley introduced Scott Marsh as the Fire Warden for 
Beaverhead County. 



 
STAFF REPORT DETAILING THE PROPOSED FIRE DISTRICT – 
BEAVERHEAD COUNTY FIRE WARDEN SCOTT MARSH 
 
Scott began his discourse by reminding those present that in 2014 there 
were three meetings here in the Wise River Community Center. They were 
very well attended meetings. Scott referred to the map of the fire district 
and pointed out the boundaries and details of the map. There has been 
positive feedback from all Commissioners involved as well as the public 
regarding this new fire district. The Clerk and Recorder has verified that the 
people that signed the petitions are legitimate signers. He referred to the 
taxable value handout previously provided to each Commissioner, a copy 
of which is included below. 
 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – OPPONONENTS AND PROPONENTS 
 
There were no people opposed to the forming of Wise River Fire District 
#5. Scott reiterated that he had sent out 324 letters to the public advising 
them of this meeting.  
 



Scott read aloud an email from an individual that was unable to attend this 
meeting, a copy of which is included below.  
 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Larry Krizan 
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 8:16 AM 
To: smarsh 
Cc: Mike McGinley ; ghaugland@beaverheadcounty.org ; trice@beaverheadcounty.org 
Subject: Re: Proposed Wise River Fire District 
 
Scott, We've reviewed your answers to my questions; however, we still have some reservations as to 
what this fire district and new taxes will provide. 
 
We understand the desire to make up shortfalls in fundraising and set aside monies for capital 
expenditures. But have you/they considered other options? 
 
Have they been billing the users/insurers for their services? 
 
Instead of raising taxes to raise capital, have they considered seeking federal or state grant monies for 
their cause such as the Montana EMS Grant Program under DOT? 
 
Have they considered other fundraising activities or local non-profit clubs to help shore up their 
shortfalls? eg: Community Center Org., Snowmobile Club, etc. 
 
Have you/they considered just raising enough in taxes to make up for the shortfall portion of the annual 
O$M costs, as apposed to fully funding the VFD? 
 
As it stands now, we don't see anything in your answers that would ensure, let alone improve, adequate 
emergency response times or services to our area, be it medical or fire related. Making taxpayer monies 
available may attract new people, but it doesn't mean they will be dedicated to the task anymore than 
our current responders are now. 
 
Finally, I've heard rumors regarding loss of fire insurance coverage if this proposal is not adopted. It is 
our understanding that regardless of whether there is a fire district or not, not all established home 
owners with existing coverage are at risk of not being renewed. It depends on many things, like your 
homes construction, your set backs, your location, and your insurance provider. The same is true for the 
non-insured home owners who may want to seek first time coverage. Being in a fire district does not 
mean you'll get a policy. Nor does it mean you'll get a policy that fits your budget. 
 
At this juncture, until these other funding mechanisms are evaluated, we don't foresee any benefits by 
joining the fire district as proposed, and it will only increase our tax burden. 
 
Please feel free to share this entire email with those who attend the Hearing On The Petition Meeting. 
 
Larry and Jayne Krizan, Wise River, MT 59762 
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---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject: Re: Proposed Wise River Fire District 
From: "Scott Marsh" <smarsh@beaverheadcounty.org> 
Date: Wed, February 17, 2016 10:12 am 
To: "Larry Krizan" <lkrizan@smtel.com> 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Good Morning Larry, 
I will try to answer your questions the best that I can without being too wordy. 
 
1) The biggest need to form a Fire District is for a steady source of adequate funding. Fire Companies 
cannot levy taxes, so all of the funding currently has to come from either fundraisers or donations. From 
the information that I have been supplied, it appears that fire departments expanses are out pacing 
income from fundraises and donations. 
 
2)The biggest benefit property owners will gain is that there will be adequate funding to operate both 
the Fire Department and Ambulance service 
 
at acceptable levels. There will be money available for repairs of equipment, training needs and 
purchase of needed equipment. There will not 
 
be enough money to staff the fire hall on either a part time or full time basis. 
 
3) These benefits will be available to all of the residence of the fire district. 
 
4) The property owners that are included within the fire district boundaries will be the ones that pay for 
the benefits. 
 
5) The current Wise River Volunteer Fire Department will become the Fire Department for the new fire 
district. There is no way to maintain two fire 
 
and ambulance services in the Wise River area. 
 
6) To the best of my knowledge there has not been any talk of abandoning the current fire department if 
the proposed fire district is not created. 
 
7) According to Montana Law, M.C.A., a vote of the people is not required to form a fire District. (see 
MCA below) 
 
7-33-2101. Rural fire districts authorized -- petition. (1) The board of county commissioners is authorized 
to establish fire districts in any unincorporated territory or, subject to subsection (2), incorporated third-
class city or town upon presentation of a petition in writing signed 
 
by the owners of 40% or more of the real property in the proposed district 
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and owners of property representing 40% or more of the taxable value of property in the proposed 
district. 
 (2) (a) Third-class cities and towns may be included in the district upon approval by the city or town 
governing body. 
 (b) A third-class city or town may withdraw from a district 2 years after providing to the board of county 
commissioners notice of intent to withdraw. 
Beaverhead County gathered signatures for 66.5% of the real property (acres) and 72.8% of the taxable 
value. 
 
This is what will happen on March 5th. 
7-33-2103. Hearing on petition -- decision. (1) (a) The board shall hear the petition at the time set or at 
any time within 5 days of the time set if reasonable notice of the postponement is given. The board may 
establish the district unless it determines that the petition bears insufficient signatures or, if originally 
sufficient, that by reason of written withdrawals of signatures it has become insufficient. 
 (b) Signatures may not be withdrawn fewer than 20 days before the date set for adoption of the 
petition. 
 (2) The board may adjust the boundaries of the proposed district to reflect the written request of any 
real property owner who resides in the proposed district for subtraction or annexation of parcels of the 
property 
 
owner's land adjacent to the boundary line of the proposed district. The written request must be 
submitted to the board prior to or on the date set 
 
for hearing on the petition. 
 (3) The board shall render its decision within 30 days after the hearing. 
 
Based on the taxable value of your property when the petition was circulated the yearly amount you 
would pay in additional taxes will be approximately $78. 
 
I hope I answered all of your questions, if not please feel free to give me a call. 
683-3757 
 
Thank you for your interest, 
Scott Marsh 
 
 
 
 
From: Larry Krizan 
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2016 7:31 AM 
To: smarsh@beaverheadcounty.org 
Subject: Proposed Wise River Fire District 
 
Dear Scott, 
 
I am a resident of the Wise River area but haven't been able to attend any of the meetings thus far due 
to scheduling conflicts, and I still have questions that haven't been sufficiently answered by the 
circulating notices and petition I've seen. 
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I'd appreciate it if you could enlighten me on several aspects of this proposed fire district. 
 
1) What is driving the need for this district when we already have a volunteer fire department in place? 
 
2) What specific benefits will the participating property owners gain from creating this fire district? e.g.: 
Will the fire hall be manned on site by a responder 24/7? Will these responders be paid for being there 
during their scheduled shift? 
 
3) How far from the fire district can you be to receive these benefits? 
 
4) Who will pay for the benefits to be gained by a fire district? e.g.: 
Just those property owners who choose to be included in the fire district? 
or all property owners inside and outside the district? 
 
5) Will the fire and emergency medical services of the existing Wise River volunteer fire department still 
be available to those who choose not to have their property included within the proposed fire district. 
 
6) Will the Wise River volunteer fire department be abandoned if this fire district is not established? 
 
7) Will this proposal require a vote of approval at the next county elections to fund this proposed fire 
district? 
 
I'd appreciate it if you could respond by email to my questions specific to the points I've raised before 
the March 5, 2016 meeting in Wise River. 
 
Sincerely, Larry Krizan, Wise River, MT 

Linda Piercy spoke in favor of the fire district. She read aloud from a poster 
she had prepared. Linda stated that she, along with most of her neighbors, 
would be very grateful to have an improved fire service and ambulance 
service as this is an aging community. She feels it would promote more 
volunteerism.  
 
Jim Anderson addressed the audience in favor of the fire district. He feels 
the cost to the taxpayer would be well worth the security it would provide. 
He encourages the success of the fire district.  
 
Cindy Sorich expressed that the Wise River Fire Department/Ambulance 
are seeking more funding by billing Medicare for the EMS services. 
 
Jim Street from Wise River ADLCO had some questions. When will training 
and sign ups actually come to pass? How will the training be advertised? 



What kind of a mill will they be looking at? There was discussion about 
placing this information in the Codswallop.  
 
Scott answered that it was decided by the residents that $20,000 would be 
enough to run the department and based on that, it would be 21.92 mills. 
He is willing to show each individual what dollar amount that would mean 
for them based on their property value. In theory, the dollar amount can 
remain the same but also could increase in very small increments. 
 
The next step after approval is to appoint a board of trustees. After that, the 
public will elect trustees on a rotating basis.  
 
Jim Barry from Divide asked how many counties would be involved. What 
is the breaking point for ambulance and fire service? Rick Ryan from Butte-
Silverbow F.D. clarified the boundaries and where each fire service would 
respond to. There is a mutual aid agreement in place and someone will 
absolutely respond no matter where the incident is.  
 
There was confusion as to when someone calls 9-1-1, which district will 
respond? Scott assured everyone that dispatch will sort that out. 
When will the funding be available for this district? Scott advised that it will 
be by November 30, 2017. 
 
The boundaries were decided at the 2014 public hearing based upon how 
fast the different fire departments could get to the incident. 
 
Will this open up an avenue for more FEMA grants? Scott stated most 
likely not and it won’t make any difference on grants. 
 
Will there be any funds available for training? Scott hopes that there will be. 
From this point forward it is determined by the vote of the people if they 
want more funds. The Trustees are responsible for setting the yearly 
budget. 
 
What does 21.92 mills cost each person? It is based upon the taxable 
value of the property. 
 
Can there be a guarantee that there will be a better response time after this 
district is formed? Scott replied that there can never be a guarantee 
regarding that.  



 
Could some of the costs for the volunteers be defrayed? It would be easier 
to get people to volunteer if so or if they had better equipment.  
 
Commissioner McGinley offered thanks to the volunteers for the work they 
do.  
 
The costs for training EMTs could include books at a cost of $200.00 along 
with the cost of the test which is $70.00. When the board is formed, these 
issues will be addressed.  
 
The next duty of each set of Commissioners will be to score the 
applications for 5 Trustee positions and then turn them into their 
corresponding Clerk & Recorder. Then each Clerk & Recorder will add up 
the applications submitted to them and come up with the top 5 score 
getters. The final step will then be that the top 5 vote getters from all three 
counties (total) will be appointed trustees of the fire district by the 
combined County Commissioners. Scott will work with each county to make 
this work. Everyone will do their best to get this going as quickly as 
possible.  
 
The current fire departments should keep their 501-C-3 status. It was 
suggested that organizations have their own Board of Trustees. 
 
Scott is of the understanding that anyone who applies to be a trustee must 
be a landowner. It was later discovered that this was stated in error and 
Scott notified all three sets of Commissioners that this is incorrect. Anyone 
eligible to vote in the district can be considered to be a trustee. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Commissioner Haugland wanted to commend Scott Marsh on all of his 
work on this project. The hearing is adjoined at 2:09 pm. 
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